Republic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education

REGION IV-A CALABARZON
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF BATANGAS

25 Aug 2026

UNNUMBERED MEMORANDUM

CLARIFICATIONS ON THE APPROVAL OF NEW REQUESTS IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF ONLINE DISTANCE LEARNING (ODL) IN
BASIC EDUCATION

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendents
Chief- Curriculum Implementation Division (CID)
Chief- School Governance and Operations Division (SGOD)
Public Schools District Supervisors
Public School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. Attached is the Regional Memorandum No. 542, s. 2026 re: Clarifications on
the Approval of New Requests in the Implementation of Online Distance Learning
(ODL) in Basic Education.

2. Immediate and widest dissemination of this Memorandum is earnestly
desired.

MARITES m CESO V

Schools Division Superintende

ABCJr. /Clarifications on the Approval of New Requests in the Implementation of Online Distance Learning (ODL)
in Basic Education/S6-115142/8-25-2026
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REGION IV-A CALABARZON OAD-RI-2026-542

12 August 2026

Regional Memorandum
No. 542, s. 2026

CLARIFICATIONS ON THE APPROVAL OF NEW REQUESTS
IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ONLINE DISTANCE
LEARNING (ODL) IN BASIC EDUCATION

To:  Assistant Regional Director
Schools Division Superintendents

Public and Private Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. In reference to the enclosed letter from the Bureau of Learning Delivery (BLD)
dated August 4, 2026, signed by Director IV, Gerson Marvin M. Abesamis, this
Office advises all Schools Division Offices (SDOs) public and private basic
education schools regarding the approval of new requests seeking to offer Online
Distance Learning (ODL)or similar arrangements as a regular learning delivery
modality.

2. Please be guided by the following directives and updates from the Department of
Education:

a. Pause the approval of New requests for ODL: Given the lack of explicit and
consolidated guidance in the previous issuances, the Regional Office and all
Schools Division Offices are advised to pause the approval of new requests
from public and private schools seeking to offer ODL or similar arrangements
as a regular learning delivery modality pending the issuance of the Flexible
Learning Program (FLP) policy.

/ b. In-Person Instruction Priority: In-person instruction remains the primary
mode of learning delivery in basic education under DepEd Order 09, s. 2026

c. Permissible Non-Face-to-Face Modalities: Blended and fully online learning
may only be implemented under the following conditions:

* During emergencies and class disruptions as part of learning continuity
measures under DepEd Order No. 014, s. 2026.

* For eligible learners formally enrolled in recognized alternative
programs such as Homeschooling or the Open High School Program
(OHSP) in strict compliance with DepEd Order No. 001, s. 2022
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(Revised Policy Guidelines on the Homeschooling Program (HsP) and
DepEd Order No. 46, s. 2006 (Guidelines in the pilot implementation of
the Open High School Program (OHSP).

3. The forthcoming Flexible Learning Program (FLP) policy will harmonize existing
alternative delivery modes and provide detailed guidance regarding authorization
processes, minimum standards, monitoring, enrollment, assessment, and
arrangements for learners residing outside the Philippines.

4. For immediate dissemination, strict compliance, and guidance of all ¢ /cemed.
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Enclosure No. 1 of Regional Memorandum No. , s, 2026
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